Forest Stewardship Program 

National Allocation Methodology

Funding Allocation Description
Funds are first retained by the Washington Office to cover national program management, national projects and initiatives, and S&PF Redesign competitive projects. Remaining funds are then distributed to “the field” through the Forest Service Regions, IITF and Northeastern Area as follows:

Base Program
Allocations include $100,000 for each eligible entity (State, Territory, etc.), including the Freely Associated States (the Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Republic of Palau.    

Statewide Comprehensive Program Potential (55%)
The determination of statewide comprehensive program potential is based on:

· Potential Owners (27.5%): number of NIPF owners. (> 10 acres) 
· Potential Acres (27.5%): number of NIPF acres (>10 acres) plus agricultural land in need of protection (derived by taking 10% of agricultural land with a soil erodibility index of 10 or higher, by state).  
This allocation factor is intended to address and support all authorized Forest Stewardship, Rural Forestry Assistance, Reforestation, and Nurseries and Genetic Resources (RNGR) technical and educational activities. Data Sources: National Woodland Owner Survey/Forest Inventory and Analysis (Forest Service), and National Resources Inventory (NRCS).   

Program Performance (45%)
The determination of performance is based on:

· Total acres covered by current, approved Forest Stewardship Management Plans. (15%) Data Source: PMAS

· *Acres within Important Forest Resource Areas (high potential SAP or State Forest Action Plan) covered by current, approved Forest Stewardship Management Plans. (15%) Data Source: PMAS
· *Acres within Important Forest Resource Areas (high potential SAP or State Forest Action Plan) that are being managed according to an approved Forest Stewardship Management Plan, as confirmed by visits to a statistically valid random sample of plan properties. (15%) Data Source: PMAS 
*A Note on Program Performance within priority landscape areas:  A priority area constraint multiplier will be applied to these factors in order to address inconsistencies in how states are delineating priority areas. For each state, this multiplier will be calculated by subtracting from one, the proportion of the state’s potential stewardship program acres (Data Source: Forest Stewardship Program Spatial Analysis Project) that are within priority landscape areas. 
Multiplier = [1 - (Important Forest Resource Area Acres/Potential Stewardship Acres)]
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